
Hello Everyone!   

Despite the multitude of 
ads crying from all direc-
tions: End of Summer 
Sale! Back to School Sale!- 
I refuse to let in. It seems 
as though summer just 
began here at 7200 feet 
on the southeastern plains 
of Wyoming. Still, the 
nights are getting cooler 
faster, the light is fading 
more quickly, and already 
I can see and smell subtle 
seasonal changes.  

What is the big news for 
this summer? Our Area 1 
Director Mark Opitz has 
been working hard to co-
ordinate a technical work-
shop, which will take 
place on Thursday, Sep-
tember 11, all day on the 
Casper College campus. 
The focus is timely– 
stream restoration- and 
the workshop will feature 
a number of professionals 
presenting on stream res-
toration, with an after-
noon field tour to two 
projects right in Casper. 
You’ll find an agenda and 
registration information 
here in the newsletter on 
page 3.  

I’ll be teaching a Forest 
and Range Soils class on 
the University of Wyo-
ming campus this fall and 
plan to bring some of my 
students to the event for a 
practical professional ex-
perience, and I hope to 
see many of you there.  

Thanks to Mark and the 
entire Board for getting 
this off the ground, and to 
Amanda Preddice, Student 
Chapter at UWYo Presi-
dent, who has offered valu-
able input into the process. 

Speaking of Amanda, I had 
the pleasure of attending 
the 69th Annual Confer-
ence in Lombard, IL, with 
her. As roommates, we 
sought out the most adven-
ture in the evenings, and 
enjoyed learning and net-
working at the conference 
events during the day. I 
also had the honor this 
year , as a member of the 
Leadership Development 
Committee, of joining 
Awards Committee Chair 
and Illinois Chapter leader 
Rob Lawson in presenting 
the awards at the Awards 
Luncheon. I admit, my 
voice cracked a little with 
pride for Roni Schadegg, 
our long-time Treasurer 
and chapter leader, as I 
announced her award, and 
I wished Roni could have 
been there to accept the 
award herself.  

I had looked forward to 
having lunch at the same 
table with SWCS outgoing 
President Dan Towery and 
Executive Director Jim 
Gulliford, but of course, 
they were indisposed, 
shaking hands and taking 
pictures with award recipi-
ents. Jim did thank me 
twice for volunteering my 
time at the podium. I as-
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Our Mission 
 
 
Foster the science and art 

of natural resource 
conservation. Targeting 

conservation of soil, water, 
and related natural 

resources on working 
land—the land used to 

produce food, fiber, and 
other services that improve 

the quality of life people 
experience in rural and 

urban 
communities.  Working to 

discover, develop, 
implement, and constantly 
improve ways to use land 

that sustains its productive 
capacity and enhances the 

environment at the 
same time. 

sured him it was my duty to 
my chosen professional or-
ganization, and I can say 
unequivocally at this time 
that I meant that sincerely. 

Despite doubts about the 
recent change in Board and 
Region structure to SWCS, I 
was able to witness first 
hand some of the benefits of 
those changes already, at the 
conference. It was interest-
ing to sit at a roundtable 
with some new faces, nota-
bly our new Northwest Re-
gion Director Don Wysocki. 
You will see in this issue and 
the next, highlights from the 
conference, at least from my 
perspective. Please be in 
touch with questions or 
comments. 

Thank you all for your con-
tinued membership and 
your commitment to natural 
resources conservation in 
this great State of Wyoming. 
 
 Lisa 
 



 Shaping Our Waterways for the Future, Area 1-hosted Technical Workshop, September 11, 
2014, Casper College, Casper, WY. See page 3 or contact Area 1 Director Mark Opitz at 
mwopitz@gmail.com for more information. You can find registration materials on the Wyoming 
Chapter website: www.wyswcs.weebly.com. 

 

 Wyoming Chapter SWCS Annual Meeting, to be held in conjunction with Wyoming Asso-
ciation of Conservation Districts (WACD) Annual Convention, November 18-20, 2014, in Sheri-
dan, WY. 
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Y o u r  S W C S  B o a r d  N e w s  

 Congratulations again to Roni Schadegg, our 
long-time Treasurer and chapter leader. Roni 
was honored at the Awards Luncheon at this 
year’s Annual Conference in Lombard, IL, in 
July. Her service to the Wyoming Chapter in-
cludes stints as President and Treasurer, as 
well as continued involvement on the Profes-
sional Development Committee for the Society.  

 Much of our Board teleconference time over 
the past two or three months has revolved 
around WyRED logistics and planning of the 
upcoming technical workshop in Casper. As 
soon as the workshop has passed, we will move 
on to full-on planning of our Chapter Annual 

Meeting, to be held in Sheridan, WY, in mid-
November at the Holiday Inn. We are waiting to 
hear back from the WY Association of Conserva-
tion Districts on whether they will need us to 
host a technical session during their convention.  
If so, we will cover an aspect of stream restora-
tion.  

 The Board looks forward to seeing members 
and interested non-members at our meeting this 
year. The Business Meeting will take place dur-
ing breakfast to avoid the schedule conflict that 
occurred last year. MORE INFORMATION TO 
COME! Keep an eye on your email and our web-
site: www.wyswcs.weebly.com. 

Education Update:  
 Amanda Preddice, President of the SWCS 
Student Chapter at UWYo attended the Interna-
tional Conference in Lombard, IL, in July.   She 
reports that the student SWCS members at the 
university have been working on creating educa-
tional materials on a number of natural re-
sources topics, that can be placed in and pulled 
from boxes for use with different age groups by 
conservation districts.  
 Amanda also provided assistance to the 
Board in choosing Casper College as the venue 
for our upcoming stream restoration workshop.  
 The workshop will feature a student rate, and 
we hope to provide this timely and important 
material to students and professionals around 
the state and outside Wyoming’s borders.  

 Editor’s apologies for not finishing the brief 
on Earth Day bracelets distribution in the Spring 
issue of the newsletter. The WY Chapter provid-
ed 2350 Earth Day bracelets to conservation dis-
tricts around the state. The chapter purchased, 
and Crystal Killebrew assembled 2,500 bracelets 
total. Thanks to Crystal for continuing to lead 
this annual activity. 
 As of a recent Board Meeting, Education and 
Outreach Committee Chair Mike Kasten will fol-
low up on a suggestion for incorporating Snotels 
into SWCS-sponsored educational activities in 
the state.  More to come on this topic. 
 If you hear of interesting and relevant educa-
tional opportunities, please share them so we 
can get them on the calendar. Contact Lisa Cox 
at bebetterwriter@gmail.com. Thank you! 

Calendar of Events 
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SHAPING OUR WATERWAYS FOR THE FUTURE 

WYOMING CHAPTER SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION SOCIETY 

TECHNICAL MEETING ON STREAM RESTORATION 

SEPTEMBER 11, 2014 

CASPER COLLEGE, CASPER, WYOMING 

Wyoming Chapter of the Soil and Water Conservation Society (WY-SWCS) will host a 

stream restoration workshop on Thursday, September 11, at Casper College. The tech-

nical workshop, Shaping Our Waterways for the Future, is open to practitioners, stu-

dents, agency representatives, and interested members of the general public.  

 

Coming on the heels of the International Soil and Water Conservation Society 69th 

Conference in Lombard, IL, themed “Making Waves in Conservation,” Wyoming Chap-

ter’s event focuses on an important and timely topic, and features a field tour to two 

Casper stream restoration projects in the afternoon. Several area professionals will 

present information in the morning sessions, with a coffee break mid-morning and a 

sack lunch provided before departure on the tour.  

 

Morning presenters include Chris Gauthier, Civil Engineer with NRCS, speaking on 

natural channel design, and Paul Starkey, Civil Engineering Technician, on Visual 

Stream Assessment Protocol. Additional presenters will be Clyde Bennett of True North 

Steel, Jolene Martinez from the Casper City Manager’s Office, and Nathan Jean with 

Stantec. Following lunch, the North Platte River Revival Committee and Chuck Schmitt 

of NRCS will introduce the Morad Park Riparian Restoration Project and the Garden 

Creek Stream Restoration Project. The afternoon will feature a field tour of both project 

sites, with the event closing at Nancy English Park. 

 

Full day registration before September 1, is $70 ($75 non-members). Morning Tech-

nical Session without tour is $40 ($45 non-members). Half day registration for Tech-

nical Session after September 1 is $50 ($60 non-members). Student registration for the 

day is $45, free with SWCS membership enrollment. All registrations include coffee 

break and lunch. CEU credits are available from Casper College for an additional $25 

processing fee.  

 

For more information on this event, or registration materials, please contact WY SWCS 

Area 1 Director Mark Opitz at mwopitz@gmail.com, or download from our Chapter 

website: www.wyswcs.weebly.com. 

mailto:mwopitz@gmail.com
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Conference Highlights 

 The 69th ASWCS International Conference was held in Lom-
bard, IL, outside Chicago, July 27-30. This year’s theme is “Making 
Waves in Conservation: Our Life on Land & Its Impact on Water.”  

This year no resolutions were brought before the Delegates Meeting 
this year. However, the regional roundtables took place as usual, with 
Wyoming attending the Northwest Region Roundtable this year, in keep-
ing with the changed Board and region structure recently implemented 
by the Society. Don Wysocki, of Oregon, Northwest Region Director, led 
the roundtable discussion for the region, introducing the basic make up 
of the region. Discussion then focused on delegates introducing them-
selves and giving chapter reports. Membership retention was a topic dis-
cussed again this year, along with dissemination of information by chap-
ter newsletters and websites. Delegates from Wyoming, Montana, Ne-
braska, North Dakota, South Dakota and Oregon attended the Northwest 
Region Round table.  

Monday morning’s Pritchard Lecture by Richard Cruse of Iowa State 
University was titled “Is Soil and Water Degradation Inevitable? Don’t 
Bet Your Life on It!”  Cruse’s take-away message was that our remaining 
soil and water resources are critical for global food security and econom-
ically imperative for rural areas everywhere— and these resources are 
not replaceable.  

Cruse argued that soil erosion science is weak, while existing climate 
change is reducing crop yield potential. As an example, he noted that be-
tween 1980 and 2008 wheat production decreased by 5.5%, and maize 
by 3.8%. Meanwhile, the soil erosion rate is greater around the world 
than soil  renewal rate. And as land is lost to development globally, agri-
cultural land cannot be replaced entirely. Cruse said we must use our 
land sustainably. 

Cruse also discussed water. Specifically, in the western United States, 
as we know, water scarcity is a problem. Seventy percent of all freshwa-
ter use is for agriculture, via irrigation. But irrigation is crucial for a sta-
ble and growing population.  

In conclusion, Cruse noted there is a difference between agriculture 
and agribusiness, and asserted the former is morphing into the latter. As 
an example, the biggest lobby for the most recent farm bill was banking, 
headed by Wells Fargo– a crop insurance subsidiary. He stated that with 
this shift, fewer farmers control more, enterprise size is increasing, and 
the multidimensionality of culture is lost to business.  

Despite his dire message, Cruse did finish his talk by encouraging at-
tendees that our current predicaments may be solvable.  

Richard Cruse is a professor in the Department of Agronomy at Iowa 
State and is current President Elect of the US National Institutes on Wa-
ter.  He has received numerous awards for his work in conservation. 

 

Next issue, we will look at the Farm Bill and take a brief tour of the 
Chicago Botanic Gardens and a lake shore restoration project there.  

 

Wyoming Chapter Leaders  
 
Committee Chairs: 
Annual Meeting Program –  
Vacant 
 
Awards –  
Vacant 
 
Education and Outreach –   
Mike Kasten 
920-843-2323 
mkasten@bksenvironmental.com 
 
Fundraising –   
Vacant 
 
History and Archives –  
Roni Schadegg 
307-233-6747 
schadegg2@bresnan.net 
 
Membership –  
Vacant 
 
Nominations and Elections – 
Theresa Bowen  
307-233-6756 
Theresa.bowen@wy.usda.gov 
 
Public Relations & Media –  
Lisa Cox 
307-760-0438 
bebetterwriter@gmail.com 
 
Scholarship –  
Dicksie Michael 
307-754-9301 ext 101 
dicksie.michael@wy.usda.gov 

“Essentially, all life de-

pends upon the soil ... 

There can be no life with-

out soil and no soil with-

out life; they have evolved 

together.”  

--- Charles E. Kel-

logg, USDA Yearbook 

of Agriculture, 1938  
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 This year’s Wyoming Resource 
Education Days (WyRED), hosted by 
the Society for Range Management 
(SRM) and assisted by WY SWCS, 
took place at the Harriman Center 
between Laramie and Cheyenne, WY. 
WyRED camp is offered to youth who 
have completed 8th grade, through 
age 18,  and adults are welcome as 
well. Teachers may receive profes-
sional development credits.  
 
 The program offers an array of 
learning opportunities about natural 
resources, from plant identification 
to land judging to rangeland manage-
ment. Cameron Clark, NRCS– Doug-
las, was our SWCS representative this 
year, covering soils and land judging. 
Cameron is looking forward to im-
proving the soils and Land Judging 
portions of the WyRED curriculum 
and returning next year. Wyoming 
chapter again sponsored prizes for 
the Land Judging Competition.  
 
 Gerald “Jerry” Schuman, former 
Area 2 Director, was on hand to pre-
sent awards to the Land Judging win-
ners, as well as our Wyoming Chapter 
Outstanding Conservationist Award 
recipient for 2014, Mark Eisele of the 
King Ranch. Mr. Eisele will be hon-
ored at the Annual Meeting in No-
vember, along with our chapter 
award recipients. 

 Gerald “Jerry” Schuman pre-
sents awards to the Land Judging 
Competition winners, below. 
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Wyoming Chapter Leaders 
 
Officers: 
Vacant, President 
 
Lisa Cox,  President-Elect 
307-760-0438 
bebetterwriter@gmail.com 
 
Cory Cole, Past President 
Cory.cole@ak.usda.gov 
 
Roni Schadegg, Treasurer 
307-233-6747 
schadegg2@bresnan.net 
 
Melanie Purcell, Secretary 
307-367-2257 ext. 108 
mpurcell@sublettecd.com 
 
Area Directors: 
Mark Opitz, Area 1 
307-234-8019 
mwopitz@gmail.com 
 
Vacant, Area 2 
307-632-6120 
 
Isabelle Giuliani Area 3 
307-745-9301 ext. 121 
Isabelle.Giuliani@wy.usda.gov 
 
Melanie Purcell, Area 4 
307-367-2257 ext. 108 
mpurcell@sublettecd.com 

Stay tuned for your Fall 2014 
newsletter: 
 
 More from International 
Conference, 
 A summary of Area 1– host-
ed Stream Restoration Work-
shop, 
 Details on our annual meet-
ing with WACD, 
 And more. 

WyRED 2014 

 . Water is the driver 

of Nature. 

- Leonardo da 

Vinci  



Page 6 

B E  W A R M  A N D  S U P P O R T  Y O U R  C H A P T E R !  

Wyoming Chapter has hoodies for 
sale. They are a light, versatile sand 
color, with the SWCS logo on the 
chest. Quality Gildjian heavy blend 
50/50 cotton/poly for warmth, dura-
bility and ease of cleaning. 
 
Proceeds for these sweatshirts go 
straight to your chapter to fund work-
shops, scholarships, awards, and oth-
er Wyoming activities.  
 
$35.00 if picked up in person (will be 
available at meeting in November), 
$40.00 includes shipping to you. 
 
Order your sweatshirt today! Specify 
quantity and size (M, L or XL). 
 
We also have backpacks for sale with 
the SWCS logo, just in time for 
school. These packs are rugged nylon 
in a dark forest green, and are availa-
ble for $25 with shipping.  

 
 
Contact Lisa Cox at bebetterwrit-
er@gmail.com to place your order. 
Checks can be made to WY SWCS. 

We’re on the Web! 

http://
wyswcs.weebly.com  

Congratulations to Montana Chapter for re-
ceiving a Chapter Achievement Award at 69th 
Annual Conference in July in Lombard, IL. 
The chapter was recognized for their coordi-
nation of the fun activity day in the Yellow-
stone area Envirothon.  
 
Congratulations to Nebraska Farmer maga-
zine, published since 1859, for receiving a 
Merit Award at conference. Ward Laborato-
ries, also located in Nebraska, received a Mer-
it Award as well. 
 
Congratulations to Abby Wick, assistant pro-
fessor of soil health for Extension at North 
Dakota State University. Abby received the 
Harold and Kay Scholl Excellence in Conser-
vation Award at conference.  

Congratulations as well to Ducks Unlimited and 
their winter cereals program serving the Prairie 
Pothole region of North Dakota and South Dakota. 
DU achieved a SWCS merit award in 2014. 
 
Cargill corn milling businesses in North Dakota 
and Nebraska also received Merit Awards at 69th 
Annual Conference. 
 
Congratulations to Doug Garrison of Nebraska 
Chapter, Cody Hatzenbuhler of North Dakota 
Chapter, and our own Veronica “Roni” Schadegg, 
all of whom were recognized with the Outstanding 
Service Award at this year’s conference. 
 
Once again, the Northern Plains chapters of the 
Northwest Region of SWCS demonstrated out-
standing participation in the society and dedication 
to soils and water conservation. 

News From Around the Region 
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ural Diversity Database. I also dabbled in 
work with environmental consulting firms 
and for the last six years, I have been em-
ployed by the Sublette County Conserva-
tion District as the Wildlife & Habitat 
Program Manager where I focus on wild-
life conservation and issues revolving 
around agriculture and ecosystem ser-
vices. I live in Pinedale with my two dogs 
and two cats…and my two roommates 
and their dogs! In my spare time, I love to 
travel and experience new places and peo-
ple, swim in the beautiful lakes of the re-
gion, and enjoy a little fishing and hiking 
with the dogs. I also handle the secretary 
and newsletter duties for the local animal 
rescue. As your Area 4 Director, I appreci-
ate the work SWCS does and all the won-
derful people involved in our local chap-
ter.  
 
 

THANK YOU! 
 
Wyoming Chapter of SWCS extends a sin-
cere thank you to Dr. John Tanaka and 
the Department of Ecosystem Science 
and Management at the University of 
Wyoming, for purchasing airfare and a 
shared room for our Wyoming delegate to 
the 69th Internataional Conference in Lom-
bard, IL, in July.  
 
The chapter is able to accommodate expens-
es for a delegate, up to $1,500. Because  of 
this generous offer, our delegate was able to 
attend the conference this year, with a re-
duced cost to the chapter.  

Meet Your Secretary and  

Area 4 Director, 

Melanie Purcell 

 

A Colorado native, I attended Colorado State Uni-
versity where I received a B.S. in Wildlife Biology. I 
obtained my M.S. in Zoology and Physiology in 
2006 from the University of Wyoming studying 
pygmy rabbit habitat and distribution in Wyoming. 
I received my education through hard work and dil-
igence, staying afloat by working my way through 
school. As an undergraduate student trying to get 
as much experience as I could in the field of natural 
resources, I was always getting involved wherever I 
could, and when I wasn’t getting paid or doing 
work study, I was volunteering and staying in-
volved in conservation groups. After graduation, I 
worked a variety of jobs from assisting on research 
projects pertaining to cheatgrass control, willow 
evaluations in Yellowstone National Park, and wild 
horse assessments in Australia to inventorying and 
monitoring nongame wildlife and associated habi-
tats across the State of Wyoming for the Wyoming 
Game and Fish Department and the Wyoming Nat-

“Here is your country. Cherish these natu-

ral wonders, cherish the natural resources, 

cherish the history and romance as a sa-

cred heritage, for your children and your 

children's children. Do not let selfish men 

or greedy interests skin your country of its 

beauty, its riches or its romance.”  

 ― Theodore Roosevelt  

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/44567.Theodore_Roosevelt


W y o m i n g  C h a p t e r  o f  S W C S  

N e w s l e t t e r  E d i t o r  
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A D D R E S S  C O R R E C T I O N  R E Q U E S T E D  

Spread the Word. 

Talk with your fellow co-workers, students, and those individu-
als you know who have an interest in our natural resources.  If 
you would like some brochures that answer the following ques-
tions...  

Who Belongs to SWCS? 

What does the Wyoming Chapter Do? 

Why Join? 

How Do I Become a Member? 

Where Can I Learn More? 

When did SWCS Organize? 

contact any of the Wyoming SWCS Chapter leaders listed in this 
newsletter, and we will get some brochures to you. 
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