
Hello Everyone!   

The third warmest Wyo-
ming winter on record is 
behind us, and spring has 
come full on, including an 
interesting April “shower,” 
in the form of many inches 
of snow and rain over 
much of the state, which 
has indeed brought May 
flowers, although it is 
snowing as I sit here writ-
ing. (What to expect in 
Wyoming?) 

 I hope you all were able to 
enjoy some simple natural 
pleasures over the past few 
months, as I have.  For my 
50th birthday, I treated 
myself to a trip to Victoria, 
BC, and was blessed with 
gorgeous weather for most 
of the time there, and 
spring in full bloom! What 
a fabulous surprise. It was 
my hope to see both seals 
and bald eagles on the trip. 
I was treated to the latter 
on the rocks of the bay as I 
took a sunrise walk on my 
birthday, and the former 
on my very last afternoon, 
in the inner harbor, as I 
waited for the ferry back to 
Seattle. 
 
I also realized a long time 
dream, with a trip to 
Kearney, Nebraska, area 
for a weekend surrounded 
by sandhill cranes! The 
cranes were a couple weeks 
late this year, as a result of 
waiting for the cold weath-
er in much of the south-
eastern US to subside be-

fore  beginning their migra-
tion.  
 
In sharp contrast to last 
year’s cold, wet and windy 
spring, which hindered the 
construction of our hoop 
houses on the farm, this 
year we began direct seed-
ing in the houses the first 
week of March, and were 
able to begin providing 
fresh local organically 
grown greens to local res-
taurants and the Laramie 
community via the Big Hol-
low Food Coop in early 
April!  
 
Drought in California, and 
drying conditions here in 
Wyoming were topics of 
discussion with my Basic 
Soils class, and we viewed 
the US Drought Monitor 
site almost on a weekly ba-
sis, discussing short and 
long-term impacts of 
drought on the country.  
 
Speaking of class, as the 
semester ends and we  rec-
ognize one of my students 
as a finalist for this year’s 
Chapter Scholarship, and as 
I look ahead to the North-
west Region Workshop 
coming up next month in 
South Dakota, I can’t help 
but think of the next gener-
ation. 
 
An ongoing theme in Annu-
al and Board meetings at 
the chapter level, and in 
Leadership Committee and 
Regional Round Table 
meetings internationally, 
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Our Mission 
 
 
Foster the science and art 

of natural resource 
conservation. Targeting 

conservation of soil, water, 
and related natural 

resources on working 
land—the land used to 

produce food, fiber, and 
other services that improve 

the quality of life people 
experience in rural and 

urban 
communities.  Working to 

discover, develop, 
implement, and constantly 
improve ways to use land 

that sustains its productive 
capacity and enhances the 

environment at the 
same time. 

the topic of membership 
recruiting and retention 
arises regularly. Here in Wy-
oming, despite our low pop-
ulation and huge geographic 
boundaries, we maintain a 
fairly stable membership 
roster. However, thanks in 
part to reduced federal gov-
ernment support and en-
couragement of professional 
organization membership, 
we have seen the number of 
members and associated 
finances decline since a cou-
ple decades ago. And those 
of us on the Board know the 
challenges first-hand of at-
tracting personal participa-
tion in events, whether plan-
ning or attendance, again as 
a result in large part of re-
duced federal input.  
 
I think often of how we can 
attract and maintain and 
serve a professional organi-
zation membership, not only 
at the state chapter level, but 
on a larger scale– and with 
the next generation of 
(Continued on page 4.)                 
 
 



 May 31 to June 5, 2015: International Soil Conservation Organization Conference. El Paso, TX. 
Achieving sustainability through conservation in a changing world. http://www.swcs.org/documents/
filelibrary/temporary_images/ISCO_2015_First_Announcement_B954D3D24994B.pdf 

 June 16-18, 2015: SWCS Northwest Region Technical Meeting. Pierre, SD. aaoxford@hotmail.com 

 June 23-27, 2015: WyRED. Evanston, WY, at Uinta County Youth Camp. More details on the way. 
http://rangelands.org/wyoming/students/wyred/ 

 July 26-29, 2015: SWCS 69th International Conference. Greensboro, NC. Theme this year is Com-
ing Home to Conservation: Putting Science into Practice. http://www.swcs.org/en/
conferences/2015_annual_conference/ 

 September, 2015: WY SWCS Area 2-hosted Technical Workshop. Details developing! 

 November 3-5, 2015: WY SWCS Annual Meeting, held in conjunction with WACD Annual Conven-
tion, Laramie WY. Details to come. 
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Y o u r  S W C S  B o a r d  N e w s  

 Wyoming Chapter election results are in. The fol-
lowing have been elected for a 2-year term, begin-
ning in July: 

President and Area 2 Director– Lisa Cox 

President-elect– VACANT 

Secretary and Area 4 Director– Melanie Purcell 

Treasurer– Roni Schadegg 

Area 1 Director– Mark Opitz 

Area 3 Director– Dan Mattke 

 Thanks to all who volunteered to serve, and to all 
members who voted! 

(Continued on page 6.) 

 2015  NW Region Technical 
Workshop 
 
This year’s WY Chapter SWCS Technical 
Workshop will be hosted by Area 2. The theme 
being discussed is water issues related to agri-
culture and energy development, especially in 
times of drought. 
 
If you have requests for topics to be covered at 
this workshop, please let Lisa know at bebetter-
writer@gmail.com before the June 8 Board tele-
conference.  
 
Thank you. 
 
This year’s SWCS Northwest Region Tech-
nical Meeting will take place in Pierre, SD, 
hosted by South Dakota Chapter, June 16 
through 18.  
 
Tuesday evening, the 16th, at the Best Western 
Ramkota Hotel, there will be an informal North-

west Region Social in the bar. In past years these 
socials have been a great opportunity to meet 
other practitioners from around the region, and 
now that the Northwest Region has expanded 
geographically, there should be even more op-
portunity to meet with other colleagues to hear 
what’s new in their areas, and to share food and 
drink and fun.  
 
Wednesday the 17th at the Best Western Ram-
kota, a full day technical workshop will take 
place, with speakers from SD Chapter, NRCS, 
the US Army Corps of Engineers (ACE), SD De-
partment of  Environment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR), SD State University, SDSchool 
of Mines and Technology, the Dakota Lakes Re-
search Farm, and the SD Secretary of Agricul-
ture. The day’s activities will conclude with a 
banquet and History Professor at Presentation 
College Brad Tennant, a program sponsored by 
the SD Humanities Council, an affiliate of the 
National Endowment for the Humanities.  
(Continued on next page.)  

Calendar of Events 
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(Continued from previous 
page.) Topics to be covered dur-
ing the day include Measuring 
Soil Change with Different 
Manage                                 
ment Systems; Environmental 
Flows, Morphology and Ripari-
an Zone Characterization; Sa-
line and Sodic Soils: Under-
standing the Differences and 
Management Solutions; and 
Soil Health and Cropping Sys-
tems.  
 
Lunch is provided with regis-
tration. There will be a cash bar 
and silent auction before the 
Region Banquet. Dinner fea-
tures a western BBQ buffet with 
roasted chicken, BBQ ribs, 
baked beans, potatoes, cole 
slaw, tossed salad and corn-
bread.  
 
Thursday’s activity will be a 
field tour of the nearby Dakota 
Lakes Research Farm. Tour will 
conclude at noon so partici-
pants can head home.  
 

Earlier this year, your WY 
SWCS chapter Board voted 
unanimously to raise our annu-
al chapter-sponsored scholar-
ship amount from $500 to 
$750. We had a larger slate of 
qualified candidates this year, 
and thank Dicksie Michael, 
Scholarship Chair, for getting 
the word out to qualified college 
students around the state. 
 
The three finalists this year rep-
resented Sheridan and Casper 
Colleges and the University of 
Wyoming were Tevyn Baldwin, 
Kyle Webber and Talley Wells. 
Given the qualifications of our 
finalists, the competition was 
stiff, and the vote was close. 
Congratulations to this year’s 
scholarship recipient, Tevyn 
Baldwin! 
 
Tevyn is currently a sophomore 
at the University of Wyoming, 
pursuing a double major in Ag-
ricultural Economics and 
Rangeland Ecology & Water-
shed Management. After gradu-
ation she plans to work in either 

the field of ag 
banking/
finance as a 
loan officer, or 
in the field of 
rangeland man-
agement as a 
consultant or 
rangeland man-
agement spe-
cialist. She also 
plans to return 
home and con-

tinue being a part of her fami-
ly's ranching operation in the 
panhandle of Nebraska.  
 

Education Update:  
Scholarship finalists and winner announced! 

Tevyn Baldwyn, UWYo sopho-

more, is this year’s scholarship 

recipient. 
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Conservation and Natural Resources 

News from around Wyoming 

The Wyoming Association of Conservation Districts announces the 
Wyoming Watersheds Progress Report for 2015 is now available 
online in pdf format: http://issuu.com/gingerbludtke/docs/
watersheds_progress_report_0c7e7b9a2818c6. 
 
Funded in part by Wyoming Department of Environmental Quali-
ty/US EPA Clean Water Act Section 319 grant program,  the report 
focuses on local efforts at restoring water quality in compromised 
watersheds around the state. Reports were compiled by Conserva-
tion Districts and highlight collaboration among local communities, 
landowners, and local, state and federal agencies, including the 
Districts themselves.  
 
Wyoming Game and Fish has available on their website, an Atlas of 
Birds, Mammals, Amphibians and Reptiles in Wyoming: https://
wgfd.wyo.gov/web2011/Departments/Wildlife/pdfs/
WILDLIFE_ANIMALATLAS0002711.pdf. 
 
Game and Fish announced on May 11 that license drawings are now 
complete for moose, bighorn sheep, (continued on page 5.) 

Wyoming Chapter Leaders  
 
Committee Chairs: 
Annual Meeting Program –  
Vacant 
 
Awards –  
Vacant 
 
Education and Outreach –   
Vacant 
 
Fundraising –   
Vacant 
 
History and Archives –  
Roni Schadegg 
307-233-6747 
schadegg2@bresnan.net 
 
Membership –  
Vacant 
 
Nominations and Elections –  
Vacant 
 
Public Relations & Media –  
Lisa Cox 
385-228-4135 
lisacox@loneironphase1esa.com 
 
Scholarship –  
Dicksie Michael 
307-754-9301 ext 101 
dicksie.michael@wy.usda.gov 

What would be the feeling of 

this Nation should a foreign 

nation suddenly enter the 

United States and destroy 

90,000 acres of land, as ero-

sion has been allowed to do in 

a single county?  

 Hugh Hammond Bennett,  

 W R Chapline 

(Continued from page 1.) 
conservation professionals.  
 
My students alone are poised to enter the field as employees of state and feder-
al agencies, as well as private companies. What is the draw of professional or-
ganization membership for those who can simply push a blue button online 
that will allow them to make a financial contribution to a cause, while they con-
tinue to labor in their jobs, without the time off to attend workshops or learn-
ing opportunities, or meetings in which they can network and connect with 
other professionals in the field for cross pollination in the discipline– and even 
just a little relaxation?  
 
My challenge to you, Wyoming SWCS members, over the rest of this calendar 
year is to: 
1. Renew your WY SWCS membership; 
2. Encourage a young professional to join the chapter; 
3. Participate in the upcoming Region 2-hosted technical workshop or the 

Annual Meeting in the fall in Laramie– or both; 
4. Sponsor that young professional’s attendance at one or both; and 
5. Volunteer to dedicate just a small portion of your “free” time to chapter 

leadership, whether as a committee member, or simply by contributing 
news, photos or other relevant material to this newsletter.  

 
As always, I thank the dedicated Board, committee members and Area Direc-
tors of this chapter, and YOU for your continued commitment to conservation 
of our natural resources in this great State of Wyoming.  
 
Lisa 
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 This year’s Wyoming Resource Ed-
ucation Days (WyRED), hosted by the 
Society for Range Management 
(SRM) and sponsored by WY  SWCS, 
will take place at the Uinta County 
Youth Camp in Evanston, WY.  
 WyRED camp is offered to youth 
who have completed 8th grade, 
through age 18,  and adults are wel-
come as well. Teachers may receive 
professional development credits.  
 The program offers an array of 
learning opportunities about natural 
resources, from plant identification to 
land judging to rangeland manage-
ment. Dan Mattke, WY SWCS Area 5 
Director, and Cameron Clark, both 
with NRCS– Douglas, will be our 
SWCS helpers this year, covering soils 
and land judging. The chapter is pre-
pared again to sponsor WyRED with 
financial contribution and land judg-
ing assistance.  
 Seen here are photos from last 
year’s WyRED, at the Harriman Cen-
ter, between Laramie and Cheyenne, 
in which long-time SWCS member 
and WY Chapter leader awarded Land 
Judging competition winners. 
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Wyoming Chapter Leaders 
 
Officers: 
 
Lisa Cox,  President 
385-228-4135 
bebetterwriter@gmail.com 
 
Vacant– President-Elect 
 
Vacant– Past President 
 
Roni Schadegg, Treasurer 
307-233-6747 
schadegg2@bresnan.net 
 
Melanie Purcell, Secretary 
307-367-2257 ext. 108 
mpurcell@sublettecd.com 
 
Area Directors: 
 
Mark Opitz, Area 1 
307-234-8019 
mwopitz@gmail.com 
 
Lisa Cox, Area 2 
385-228-4135 
lisacox@loneironphase1esa.com 
 
Dan Mattke, Area 3 
(307) 856-7524 x. 118 
Dan.mattke@wy.usda.gov 
 
Melanie Purcell, Area 4 
307-367-2257 ext. 108 
mpurcell@sublettecd.com 

(continued from page 4.) 
mountain goats and wild bison. Nine hundred fifty-four licenses were grant-
ed. 
 
The agency reminds anglers that Free Fishing Day this year is June 6. No 
license is required for fishing on this date. 
 
The Nature Conservancy announces the tour schedule for Wyoming Grass-
lands: photographs by Michael P. Berman and William S. Sutton, an ex-
hibit in collaboration with The Nature Conservancy and the Draper Muse-
um of Natural History at the Buffalo Bill Museum of the West: http://
www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regions/northamerica/unitedstates/
wyoming/events/wyoming-grasslands-photography-exhibit.xml. 
 
This photo exhibition celebrates open spaces and grasslands of the Wyo-
ming. Also at this link is Behind the Lens: Wyoming Grasslands Audio 
Slideshow. 
 

WyRED 2015 
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B E  W A R M  A N D  S U P P O R T  Y O U R  C H A P T E R !  

Wyoming Chapter has hoodies for sale. 

They are a light, versatile sand color, 

with the SWCS logo on the chest. Qual-

ity Gildjian heavy blend 50/50 cot-

poly for warmth, durability and ease of 

cleaning. 

Proceeds for these sweatshirts go 

straight to your chapter to fund work-

shops, scholarships, awards, and other 

Wyoming activities.  

$40.00 includes shipping to you. 

Order your sweatshirt today! Specify 

quantity and size (M, L or XL). 

 

We also have backpacks for sale with 

the SWCS logo, just in time for school. 

These packs are rugged nylon in a dark 

forest green, and are available for $25 

with shipping.   

Contact Lisa Cox at bebetterwrit-

er@gmail.com to place your order. 

Checks can be made to WY SWCS. 

We’re on the Web! 

http://
wyswcs.weebly.com  

(Board News continued from page 2.)  

 Your Board has been working on assembling 
and voting on awards nominations. Award recipi-
ents will be announced later this year. We have a 
fine slate of candidates from around the state!  
Awards will be announced and distributed at the 
Annual Meeting for the chapter, to be held con-
current with the Wyoming Association of Conser-
vation Districts (WACD) Annual Convention, to be 
held this year in Laramie in November. SWCS 
members will be honored, along with those en-
gaged in conservation projects and reporting 
around the state.  

 The Board is also working on providing you 

with another excellent Technical Workshop this year in 
September. The theme is trending toward water man-
agement, especially during drought or drier years, with 
attention to irrigation and energy development. The 
workshop will be hosted by Area 2, which covers south-
eastern Wyoming, and will be held in one of the larger 
towns or cities in that area.  

 If you have particular training needs that you would 
like to have met, please let Lisa Cox, Area 2 Director, 
know so she can set up CEUs and other opportunities 
specific to your professional and practical needs. Lisa 
can be reached at lisacox@loneironphase1esa.com or 
385.228.4135. 
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strands are Soil Health, Water Science in 
the Public Interest, Conservation Eco-
nomics and Policy, Social Sciences, Water 
Resources, Conservation in Nontradition-
al Agriculture, Adaptive Management, 
Conservation Models/Tools/Technology, 
Outreach Education/Community Engage-
ment, and Precision Conservation. 
 
House of Delegates,  State of the Society 
Address, and Regional Round Table 
Meetings will all be held beginning Sun-
day at noon. This year’s Pritchard Lecture 
will feature Jerry Hatfield of Iowa State 
University, speaking on The International 
Year of Soil. A special symposium on Ag-
riculture Irrigation and Precision Tech-
nologies to Reduce Water Use will be pre-
sented by George Vellidis of University of 
Georgia. Tuesday’s Plenary Session will 
be led by David Muth of AgSolver, Inc., 
and Mark Tomer, of USDA-ARS, on A 
Look at Precision Conservation: Putting 
Science into Practice.  
 
A welcome reception, poster reception, 
awards luncheon, and workshops, and 
field trips will occur, as every year. And 
this year participants will be treated to 
Game Night on Tuesday, hosted by North 
Carolina Chapter! Workshops include Ni-
trogen Tools and Tips for Successful 
Grant Writing. Sunday’s Fellow Forum 
features speakers from North Carolina 
and Colorado, and is titled You Are in 
Jordan Lake Watershed: Regulation, Ag-
riculture, Water Quality and Trading. 
 
This year’s Wednesday “Outdoor Educa-
tion: field tours will be North Carolina 
State University Lake Wheeler Field La-
boratory and Syngenta, Soil Health Farm 
Tour, and North Carolina Viticulture Re-
search and Raylen Vineyards and Winery 
Tour.  
 
For more information, and to register, 
visit https://www.swcs.org. 

The 70th Annual Soil and Water Conservation Soci-
ety International Conference will be held this year 
at the Sheraton Four Seasons Hotel in Greensboro, 
NC from Sunday, July 26, through Wednesday, Ju-
ly 29.  
 
Take advantage of early registration rates 
through June 17, 2015! 
 
Soil health and resilience, water quality and man-
agement, climate change, and international soil and 
water topics, from Canada to Haiti to Saudi Arabia, 
will be among the symposia talks. Symposia 
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A D D R E S S  C O R R E C T I O N  R E Q U E S T E D  

Spread the Word. 

Talk with your fellow co-workers, students, and those individu-
als you know who have an interest in our natural resources.  If 
you would like some brochures that answer the following ques-
tions...  

Who Belongs to SWCS? 

What does the Wyoming Chapter Do? 

Why Join? 

How Do I Become a Member? 

Where Can I Learn More? 

When did SWCS Organize? 

contact any of the Wyoming SWCS Chapter leaders listed in this 
newsletter, and we will get some brochures to you. 
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